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cults were notoriously lax in this respect. If we give-
a phallic interpretation to the Spear, the Cup and the
" drops of blood ", we are surely going against the
very spirit of the Grail cult even though we may be>
correctly describing the dramas relating to the nuptials
of Anatolian deities (cf. Legge, Forerunners and
Rivals of Christianity, II, 30). On the other hand,c* It
was in the religion of Mithra that chastity became
more than a mere ceremonial prescription and entered
into the spiritual side of life " (Dr. J. B. Carter in
ERE, III, 497). Finally, Mr. A. R Waite has also
pointed out very pertinently that " the rites of Adonia
cannot explain a mystery which knows nothing of &
dead or risen god ".
What merit the Adonis theory possesses consists
in its ability to explain the Dead Knight lying on the
bier in the chapel, the Weeping Women, the Vase
and the " drops of blood ". But it is not as if these
motifs were absent from the Kai Khusrau legend ia
the Iranian epic. They are all met with as preli-
minaries to the "Vengeance quest" or "Feud" carried
on by that central figure of the Iranian epic. Thus:
the Knightly body found on the bier forms a riddle in
the legend of Perceval, and we cannot even guesa
what its true significance is. But in the " Vengeance
quest " of Kai Khusrau, it can be made to correspond
with the dead body of the father of that prince
(Siyawash) with whose death the vendetta starts*
Consequently, the presentation of the dead Knight's
body on the bier forms a very necessary preliminary